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Turkey's president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan

October 18, 2014 4:29 pm

Daniel Dombey in Istanbul

A prosecutor has wound up a corruption 

investigation that shook Turkey’s government last 

year and set the stage for an epic political fight 

between President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and his 

opponents.

Ekrem Aydiner, an Istanbul prosecutor specialising 

in organised crime, dropped proceedings against 53 

suspects in a case that had put Mr Erdogan’s inner 

circle under the spotlight. It included claims of bribery, irregular gold exports worth billions 

of dollars and stashes of cash.

The decision follows wholesale replacement of police, 

prosecutors and judges, with thousands of officials shifted this year. 

“This is a clear sign that the government is controlling the judiciary,” said Koray Caliskan, a 

political scientist at Istanbul’s Bogazici University. “The government did not even try to 

defend the corruption charges; instead it just said to the public that there had been no 

wrongdoing.”

But Mr Erdogan’s supporters say he has delivered Turkey from a “parallel state” – a 

reference to the movement of Fethullah Gulen, a preacher and former Erdogan ally. Mr 

Gulen’s followers were widespread in police and judiciary, and involved in some of the most 

controversial cases in the country’s recent history.

Turkish prosecutor drops high-level 
corruption probe
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Proponents of the case said it revealed a culture of corruption. Mr Erdogan, prime minister 

at the time, denounced it as a virtual coup attempt by the Gulenists.

Last weekend government-backed candidates roundly defeated Gulenist-affiliated ones in 

elections to the body that regulates the country’s judiciary.

The corruption investigation, which exploded on the Turkish political scene on December 17 

last year, led later that month to the resignation of four cabinet ministers, three of whose 

sons were detained amid allegations of bribe taking and – in one instance – the discovery of 

a large amount of cash. 

High-profile business executives close to the ruling AK party were also taken in by the 

police. One of those detained was Suleyman Aslan, then head of the state-controlled 

Halkbank, in whose house $4.5m of cash was discovered in shoe boxes – his lawyer said the 

money was intended as charitable donations for schools. Another was Reza Zarrab, a 

Turkish Iranian, who denied allegations that he had bribed officials to smooth the way for 

billions of dollars of gold exports to Iran.

The investigation was quickly derailed by the personnel changes – although an even wider 

series of allegations was then spread by anonymous leaks to the internet, including voice 

recordings of Mr Erdogan that the government said had been altered to appear 

incriminating.

A follow-up investigation, unveiled on December 25 involving Mr Erdogan’s son, was 

dropped by prosecutors in September, after government ministers complained of concocted 

charges.

Detainees were also released in two high-profile coup cases known as Ergenekon and 

Sledgehammer, both of which had been championed by the Gulenists, after years in which 

defendants and outside experts had complained of clearly fabricated evidence and flawed 

legal procedures.

Mr Erdogan’s AK party triumphed in local elections in March, which he depicted as a 

referendum on his fight against the Gulenists and in August he won the country’s first direct 

presidential election.

He has also continued a campaign against a Gulenist affiliated bank, Bank Asya, which he 

has described as “bankrupt” despite the bank’s protestations that it is solvent, while a 

Gulenist charity “Isn’t Anyone There?” was recently deprived by the government of its right 

to collect donations.
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On Saturday, the pro-government Daily Sabah newspaper quoted Huseyin Gulerce, a 

prominent former Gulenist, as saying that the December 25 case was an “all out attack” on 

the government, that the cases did not really concern bribery and corruption and that Mr 

Erdogan was not authoritarian.

Page 3 of 4Turkish prosecutor drops high-level corruption probe - FT.com#axzz4IenMG1Ly#axzz4I...

8/29/2016http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/63cf5042-56cb-11e4-a0b2-00144feab7de.html?siteedition=intl

Case 1:15-cr-00867-RMB   Document 81-3   Filed 08/30/16   Page 4 of 5



© THE FINANCIAL TIMES LTD 2016 FT and ‘Financial Times’ are trademarks of The Financial 

Times Ltd. 

Page 4 of 4Turkish prosecutor drops high-level corruption probe - FT.com#axzz4IenMG1Ly#axzz4I...

8/29/2016http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/63cf5042-56cb-11e4-a0b2-00144feab7de.html?siteedition=intl

Case 1:15-cr-00867-RMB   Document 81-3   Filed 08/30/16   Page 5 of 5


